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Editorial: County supports hotel 
project 

Kokomo Tribune Editorial Board 

One element downtown Kokomo desperately needs is a conference center 
and hotel. The area has added so many desirable features, it’s really the one 
area in which we’re lacking. That’s why we’ve been following the rumors 
and suggestions these past few months so closely that just such a project 
was headed our way in the block between Main and Union streets north of 


Wildcat Creek. 


“(Greater Kokomo Economic Development Alliance President and CEO 
Charlie Sparks said] 125 guestrooms are proposed within the hotel,” 
reported Tribune reporter George Myers in his July 27 story. “The 
conference center ... would encompass 12,000 square feet. [The plans also 
include] the proposed inclusion of an ‘American Grill’ restaurant; a pavilion 
lounge/bar; a business center; an exercise room; and an indoor pool. 
Another slide indicates that the hotel would include five levels, with an 


optional expansion of 40 additional rooms.” 


What we’re surprised, but happy, to see is that the county has taken an 
active interest in the idea. And, not only that, but they’re putting their 


money where their mouths are. 


“Included in the 2018 budget is economic development funding for the 
Howard County Board of Commissioners, a portion of which is expected to 
be committed to the oft-discussed downtown hotel and conference center 
project,” reported Myers in his story Tuesday. “Specifically, Commissioner 
Paul Wyman said the board will commit $150,000 to the project. Wyman 
hopes, however, to see that number dwindle in the future after the potential 
passage in the next Indiana General Assembly session of innkeeper’s tax 
legislation. Local officials have since 2016 worked to obtain state approval 
allowing Howard County to raise the county innkeeper’s tax. Wyman said if 
such legislation is passed, the commissioners’ ongoing commitment to the 
project could drop to $50,000 each year. During an interview, Wyman also 
acknowledged the inclusion of the Kokomo Automotive Museum in the 


project’s ongoing plans.” 


We're glad to see the county is participating financially in the convention 
center. Even though the location is set to be in downtown Kokomo, this 
affects the whole county. What's good for Kokomo is good for all of Howard 
County, and vice versa. We have a mutually beneficial relationship between 
the two entities, and it's encouraging to see our local leaders recognize that 


fact. 


